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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY. 


(a)  xYiEDICAL  officer  OF  HEALTH. 


C.L.  Broomhead,  M , D. ,B . Ch . ,D,F .H. 

also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Boroughs  of 
Caine,  Chippenham  and  Malmesbury,  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Malmesbury. 


(b)  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

X H.J.  Taylor,  Cert.  3.I.B.,  M.R.3.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

also  Surveyor  to  the  Council. 

additional  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 

X S . H . Murray  , Cert.  S I . B . , M.A.P.H.I. 

X E.J.  Silvester,  Cert.  S.I.3.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

X A.F.M.  Howard,  Cert,  S.I.B.,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


X i^^alif icat ions  held  by  these  Officers:- 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

X Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to 
Buildings  & Public  Works  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute . 

(Note  The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  is  now  The 
Royal  Society  of  Health) . 


Committees  of  the  Council  which  are  concerned  with  matters 
of  Public  Health. 


Finance,  Staff  <&  General  Purposes  Committee. 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

These  Committees  are  held  every  four  weeks  throughout 
the  year  and  deal  with  all  matters  appertaining  to  public 
health  and  housing. 
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TO:-  The  Chairman  and  memhers , 

’ Caine  & Chippenham  Rural  District  Council*, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  G-entlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  niy  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  31st,  Decemher,  1956, 

General  and  Vital  Statistics,  i.e.  Pop via lion, Birth 
and  Death  Rates  etc.  are  shown  on  page  with  appropriate 
comments. 


Although  the  Council  is  concerned  principally  with 
environmental  health  as  distinct  from  the  personal  health 
services  of  the  County  Council,  a report  on  public  health 
necessitates  comment  on  all  aspects  of  the  National  Health 
Service. 


Although  the  Public  Health  Service  is  fundamentally 
concerned  with  the  control  of  epidemic  disease,  it  is  also 
concerned  with  environmental  conditions,  a pure  and  v/holesome 
food  supply,  and  the  provision  of  facilities  for  the  preservation 
and  maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  mother  and  child.  It  is 
responsible  also  for  the  welfare  of  the  mentally  and  phyically 
handicapped  and  the  aged. 

It  is  difficult  to  realise  nowadays  that  in  1870  the 
death  rate  from  Typhoid  Fever  was  389  per  million  and  from 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  1262  per  million.  Infant  Mortality 
was  1$0  per  1000  Itirths,  During  the  summer  of  1866  an 
epidemic  of  Cholera  caused  14^378  deaths. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation , 

The  Wilts,  County  Council  as  Local  Health  Authority 
under  the  National  Health  Service,  arranges  the  immunisation 
schemes  for  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Poliomyelitis  and  more 
recently  B,C,G.  Vaccination,  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 
is  usually  carried  out  by  the  Local  General  Practitioners  -unless 
mass  vaccination  has  to  be  arranged,  \¥hen  the  County  Staff  assist. 

Compulsory  powers  for  infant  vaccination  ceased  with 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 

1948  and  were  replaced  by  vol-untary  arrangements.  The  number 
of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  vaccinated  is  now  below 
the  safety  margin  and  the  public  should  be  made  aware  that  the 
danger  of  infection  is  still  very  real  and  should  not  be 
ignored.  Statistics  relating  to  vaccination  -will  be  found  on 
page  VO  of  this  report. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  still  of  prime 
importance;  this  procedure  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
absence  of  any  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  usually 
incorporated  with  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  and  is  a 
useful  means  of  either  avoiding  an  attack  or  of  limiting  its 
extent. 


Polianyelitis  irmoculations  have  been  given  to 
children  in  the  Rural  District  during  1956  without  any 
complications.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  assess  the  value  of 
this  immunisation,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that 
it  viTill  prove  effective. 
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Vaceination  and  immunisation  (Continued) 


iminiinisation.  During  the  preparation  of  this 
report,  B.C.G*  immunisation  against  Tuberculosis  has  been 
made  available  to  thirteen  year  old  school  children  in  certain 
schools  in  North  V/est  Wiltshire,  This  is  an  important  and 
valp;able  measure  in  the  control  of  Tuberculosis. 

Infant  Mortality. 

The  striking  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in  the 
infant  mortality  rate  as  a whole  in  recent  years,  has  been  due 
entirely  to  the  saving  of  infant  life  after  the  first  week, 
the  Perinatal  Mortality  Bate,  i,e.  Still  Births  and  Deaths  under 
one  v/eek,  have  however  shown  little  improvement  since  1949* 

The  causes  of  perinatal  mortality  have  now  been  investigated, 
and  it  has  been  shown  that  early  recognition  of  these  conditions 
can  effect  a further  saving  in  infant  life. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Most  cases  notified  are  of  a mild  type,  and  are  usually 
sporadic,  appearing  whenever  the  population  generally  is 
suffering  from  a mild  outbreak  of  sore  throats  or  colds.  Never- 
theless, certain  types  of  Haemolytic  Streptococcal  infection 
may  have  a selective  action  on  the  kidneys  and  may  cause  serious 
illness  in  adults. 

Measles, 


It  is  impracticable  to  control  this  disease  due  to  its 
high  infectiousness  before  the  patient  shows  any  sign  of  its 
presence.  He  may  spread  infection  for  several  days  before 
the  characteristic  rash  is  seen.  It  is  fortunate  that  the 
fatality  rate,  like  that  of  Scarj.et  Fever,  has  been  steadily 
falling. 

Who  aping  Cough 

The  infant  is  very  vulnerable  to  Whooping  Cou^,  It 
is  hoped  that  the  combination  of  1/Vhooping  Cou^  with  Diphtheria 
immunisation  will  contribute  towards  limiting  this  disease  or 
reducing  the  severity  of  the  attack.  The  group  in  greatest 
need  of  protection  is  that  under  six  months  of  age. 

Dysentery 

This  disease,  most  common  amongst  young  children,  is 
rapidly  increasing  throughout  the  Country,  There  is  an  apparent 
as  well  as  a real  increase,  as  facilities  for  the  examination 
of  specimens  have  been  improved,  and  therefore  more  cases  are 
diagnosed  on  bacteriological  grounds;  the  only  ¥/ay  to  establish 
a positive  diagnosis.  It  is  fortunate  that  the  usual  causitive 
organism  is  responsible  for  only  a mild  form  of  the  disease. 

The  fact  of  its  spread  clearly  indicates  a general  failure  on 
the  part  of  the  population  to  wadi  hands  after  use  of  the  toilet. 
This  simple  act  is  one  of  the  most  effective  of  all  preventive 
measures. 


An  outbreak  of  Sonne  Dysentery  occurred  during  the 
early  Spring  of  1956,  The  first  cases  being  notified  by  the 
R.A.F,  Medical  Service  on  the  I4th  April  and  affected  principally 
Cherhill  School,  Investigations  led  to  the  R.A.F,  establish- 
ments in  the  district  and  Compton  Bassett,  Yatesbury,  Heddington 
ColeiTje  and  Caine  Schools,  Contacts  were  also  found  at  St, 
John*s  R,C,  School  Bath,  Infected  children  were  excluded 
from  school  until  considered  free  from  infection  and  all  family 
contacts,  adults  included,  were  investigated.  Those  found  to 
be  infected  were  excluded  from  school  or  their  place  of 
employment.  Three  food  handlers  were  infected,  one  of  whom  v/as 
a meal  server  at  Cherhill  School,  In  all  forty  five  school 
children,  ten  children  of  pre  school  age  and  fourteen  adults 
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Dysentery  (continued ) 

were  foimd  to  De  suffering  from  the  disease. 

Strict  attention  to  personal  hygiene, _ the  cleansing 
of  the  premises  generally  were  an  essential  contribution  to 
the  control  of  the  disease. 

Investigation  of  a Dysentery  Outbreak  requires  many 
visits  by  the  Health  Inspectors  to  the  patients  homes  and 
close  co-operation  with  the  local  G-eneral  Practitioners 
concerned. 


Sixteen  cases  came  to  light  as  a result  of  the  Health 
Inspectors  enquiries  and  the  local  Oeneral  Practitioners  were 
informed  of  the  laboratory  diagnosis  in  order  that  treatment 
could  be  given.  The  last  case  came  to  notice  on  the  23rd 
May,  1936. 

Pood  Poisoning. 

Pre-cooked  meat  dishes  tg.ke  a prominent  place  among 
the  vehicles  of  infection.  Sometimes  noxious  bacteria  are 
not  killed  in  the  process  of  cooking  and  the  time  which  elapses 
bet?i/een  the  cooking  of  the  meat  and  the  consumption  of  the  dish 
allows  them  to  attain  such  numbers  or  to  produce  such  a quantity 
of  toxin  as  to  be  harmful,  A common  source  of  contamination 
is  a septic  condition  of  the  skin  or  a symptomless  infection  of 
the  nose. 


Scrupulous  cleanliness  of  hands  and  utensils, cooking 
at  temperatures  lethal  to  bacteria,  the  use  of  sound  meat  and 
the  restriction  of  made  up  dishes  all  contribute  to  the 
prevention  of  food  poisoning. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  present  methods  of  treatment  and  prevention  may 
eventually  bring  this  disease  under  control.  Tuberculosis  is 
still  the  most  important  infectious  disease,  especially  in  the 
most  productive  years  of  life,  Case  finding  is  the  key  to 
prevention  and  efforts  are  necessary  to  trace  the  source  of  the 
disease  in  recognised  cases  and  in  those  whose  infection  is 
revealed  by  the  tuberculin  test. 

Cancer, 


In  his  report  for  the  year  1955?  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  states  that  "Civilised  man 
appears  to  be  increasingly  surrounding  himself  v/ith  an 
unnatural  chemical  environment  whose  carcinogenic  potentialities 
are  being  gradually  explored.  To  what  extent  human  cancer 
is  caused  by  environmental  carcinogens  is  not  yet  known  but, 
as  more  and  more  of  the  chemical  substances  which  men  inhales, 
absorbs  or  ingests  are  being  proved  carcinogenic  to  animals, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  infer  that  certain  cancers  of  the  human 
body  may  be  initiated  or  promoted  by  such  substannees" , 

Removal  of  a cancer  in  an  early  stage  of  development 
can  be  successful  and  the  survival  rate  for  treated  cancers 
continues  to  increase,  nevertheless  the  proportion  of  cajicers 
found  suitable  for  radical  treatment  is  disappointingly  small. 
There  is  no  general  solution  as  yet  along  curative  lines. 

Statistical  studies  in  many  countries  have  suggested 
that  the  incidence  of  cancer  of  certain  sites  is  related  to 
contain  extraneous  factors  of  great  diversity.  The  most 
important  at  present  is  the  association  between  Lung  Cancer 
and  Cigarette  smoking.  This  problem  cannot  be  ignored  or 
its  importance  depreciated.  The  lives  of  those  who  v/ill 
follow  us  most  be  considered  and  an  effort  made  to  halt  the 
increasing  annual  death  rate  from  this  disease.  In  males 
50—54  the  Lung  Cancer  death  rate  is  one  half  of  the  total 
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cancer  deatli  rate  and  alDout  one  eighth  of  the  total  death 
rate  for  all  causes  in  males.  Many  countries  have  carried 
out  investigations  and  all  are  agreed  that  the  relative  risk 
of  developing  lung  cancer  rises  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
of  tobacco,  especially  cigarettes,  consumed.  It  has  been 
stated  that  for  a person  smoking  40  cigarettes  a day,  the 
chance  of  luiag  cancer  was  70  times  greater  than  for  a non~ 
smoker,  also  that  there  was  a higher  mortality  in  smokers 
then  in  non-smokers;  a higher  mortality  in  cigarette  smokers 
than  in  pipe  smokers,  and  a higher  mortality  in  those  wl^o 
continue  to  smoke  than  in  those  who  give  it  up.  The  risks 
involved  should  be  made  clear  to  all  young  persons  in  order 
that  they  do  not  commence  a habit  potentially  dangerous,  and 
so  difficult  to  give  up  once  formed. 

Mental  Health. 

It  is  generally  accepted  that  the  Child  Welfare 
Services  must  pay  increasing  attention  to  the  mental  and 
emotional  development  of  the  child  in  an  attempt  to  prevent 
or  minimise  the  onset  of  mental  illness.  Treatment  can  be 
more  effective  or  avoided  altogether  if  the  signs  of  physical 
or  mental  abnormality  are  noted  and  acted  upon  at  an  early  age 

Blood  Transfusion. 

Statistics  supplied  by  the  National  Blood  Transfusion 
Service  confirm  that  two  public  sessions,  at  Y/hich  187  donors 
attended,  vifere  held  in  Corsham  during  1958.  Although  these 
results  are  excellent,  the  need  for  blood  continues  to 
increase.  The  public  can  be  assured  that  giving  of  blood 
has  no  ill-effect  on  any  normally  healthy  person. 

Welfare  of  the  Aged . 

The  needs  of  old  people  living  in  their  own  homes 
continue  to  attract,  attention.  Although  every  possible 
opportunity  is  taken  to  permit  old  people  to  remain  in  their 
own  homes  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Welfare  Officer  and/ 
or  the  Home  Help  Service,  admission  to  hospital  Y/as  found 
necessary  for  an  elderly  patient  suffering  from  Cancer.  He 
refused  the  advice  of  his  own  doctor  and  it  was  necessary  to 
obtain  a Magistrate's  Order  under  the  National  Assistance 
(Amendment)  Act,  1951# 

New  Health  Legislation. 

The  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  came  into  operation  on  the 
1st  January,  1956.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955  also 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January,  1956,  Under  the 
latter,  certain  provisions  involving  alterations  to  premises 
or  equipment  or  substantial  changes  in  existing  practices  virere 
deferred  until  the  1st  July,  1956.  . ; 

I am  grateful  to  Mr,  Taylor,  the  Staff  of  the  Council 
and  to  Mr.  Y/illiamson,  my  clerk,  for  their  assistance  in  the 
preparation  of  this  report  and  their  co-operation  during  the 
year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


C.L.  BROCMHEAD 
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Area  (in  acres)  85?3SS 

Population  36,660 

No,  of  inAalited.  houses  (end  of  1956  according  to 

the  Rate  Booh)  . , o . • 7? 478 

Rateable  Value  £261,296 

Sum  represented  hy  Penny  Rate  £1,151. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS  j 

MALE 

4 

FEMALE 

; TOTAL  1 

j j 

Legitimate  1 

223 

1 

f 

221 

444  j 

Illegitimate' 

..„_7  . . 

10 

: 17" 

Total:- 

230 

i 

231 

461  ■ - { 

Cimide  Birth  Rate  for  the  District 12.5  per  1000  of 

the  population. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  16,1  per  1000  of 

the  population. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  & Vlfales  , 15.7  per  1000  of 

the  population. 

The  population  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  area  and.  the  Birth  Rate  is  based  on  this 
population.  To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  v/ay  in 
vYhich  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  & Wales  as  a whole,  the  Crude  Birth  Rate 
for  the  area  is  multiplied  by  the  Area  Comparability  Factor 
(i,e,  1,29).  There  is  no  change  in  the  Birth  Rate  compared 
with  the  rate  for  1955. 


STILL  BIRTHS 


j BIRTHS  1 

MALE  1 

1 

FEI\flALE 

j TOTAL 

; Legitimate  | 

5 ! 

3 

1 8 

Illegitim.ate , 

- 

- 

1 — 

t Total:- 

5 i 

3 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still 

births  , . 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  infants  under 

1 year  of 

age:- 

i Eirthe 

Male  1 

Female 

i Total 

, 

1 Legitimate 

! 

4 

i 7 

; Illegitimate 

1 

' ! T - 

Total 

3 i 

5 

8^ 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:- 


Number  of  deaths  of  infants  und&r  1 year  of  age,  . ,17.3 
per  1000  live  births. 

Comparative  rate  for  England  &.  Wales,  23.6 

Five  of  the  infants  shov/n  in  the  above  table  died  during  the 
first  four  Vireeks  of  life 
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The  following  taUle  shoY/s  the  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1956  ?irith  comparative  figures  since  1951. 


1 

i 

1951 

1952 

1953  ! 

1954 

1955 

1956.  1 

a 

a 

b 

a 

b 

a 

a 

b 1 

DISEASE. 
Scarlet  Fever 

145 

145 

49 

49  j 

21 

21 

11 

11 

15 

14 

28 

28 

j Whooping  Cou^ 

145^ 

ri49 

■3r^ 

31 

r7T 

'“58--^ 

36 

103 

103 

131 

131 

! Diphtheria 

' Measles 

570 

570 

102 

102 

659 

659 

20 

20 

293 

293 

"60 

1 60 

Ac,  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

5 

4 

1 

1 

4 

4 

2 

2 

3 

2 

1 

j 

1 

Ac,  Poliomyelitis 
(Non-Paralytic) 

10 

7 

2 

1 

25 

.15 

8 

3 

6 

3 

J - 

1 

Dysentery 

29 

29 

42- 

42 

3 

3 

8 

2 

mm 

- 

71 

69 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorun 

[ mm 

— 

tp« 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

^ 3 

r 7 

6 

' 1 

1 

2 

2 

•m 

mm 

- 

Smallpox 

Para,  Typhoid  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever 

mm  ‘ 

Pood  Poisoning 

3 

3 

— 

mm 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

3 

2 J 

Erysipelas 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

•m* 

1 

1 

3 

__.3 . 

Pneumonia 

CM 

H 

12 

9 

9 

2 

2 

8 

8^ 

1 23 

23 

3 

3 

Cerebro  Spinal 
Fever 

1 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

•V* 

Ac,  Encephalitis, 

1 

1 

1 

- 

mm 

— 

- 

mm 

mm 

**  I 

TOTALS 

930 

925 

247 

243 

788 

788 

96 

87 

448 

442 
1 1 ■ 

309 

298. ; 

, ''a”  = Numhers  originally  notified, 

»'V»  = Pinal  numhers  after  correction. 


Comments  on  the  above  table. 

An  outbreah  of  Vllioqping  Cough  occurred  during  the  final 
Quarter  of  1956,  and  a few  sporadic  cases  of  Measles  were  notified 
during  the  first  Quarter  of  the  year. 

Although  five  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  were  originally 
notified,  only  t’v?o  cases  were  subsequently  confirmed  bacteriologically. 
The  causitive  organism  in  each  case  was  sho¥m  to  be  the  Salmonella 
Enteritidis  Jenna,  Investigation  did  not  discover  the  source  of 
infection  and  no  secondary  cases  were  reported. 

Eight  cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis  were  reported  during  the 
year.  Only  y.ISwo  of  that  number  Y/ere  subsequently  confirmed;  one 
patient  developed  some  paralysis  Y/hilet  the  remaining  case  suffered 
from  the  non-pa rlaytic  form  of  the  disease. 

Comments  on  the  outbreak  of  Dysentery  will  be  found  on 
pages  3 and  4 of  this  report. 
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Deaths  recorded  in  the  Rural  District  during  1956 
v/ere  as  follo¥/s:- 


Males  Females  Total. 

131  ' 95  ^ ^ ^ 

Crude 

Death  Rate  for  the  Rural  District,  , , , , .6,1  per  1000  of  the 

population. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  for  the  Rural  District  ,8,7  per  1000  of  the 

population. 

Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales  ,,,,,,  11,7  per  1000  of  the 

population. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  ! 

i 

1 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

SsTphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

Diphtheria 

— 

Whooping  Cou^ 

Meningococcal  infection 

— 

— 

.. 

Ac,  Poliomyelitis 

- 

Measles 

- 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  dis.i 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ' 

6 

4 

10 

, Lung, Bronchus 

7 

2 

3^  ..... 

” , Breast 

6 

" ” , Uterus 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  cS:  lymphatic  neoplasms6 

10 

16 

Leuka  emia , al  euka  emia 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

14 

15 

29 

Coronary  disease, angina 

21 

10 

31 

Hypertension  ?/ith  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

18 

" 1-5-  - 

34 

Other  circulatory  disease 

14 

9 

23 

Influenza 

2 -T 

2 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 . J 

Bronchitis 

7 

7 1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  sys. 

— 

- 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

5 

5 

Gastritis , enteritis,  diarrhoea 

1 

1 1 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

1 

1 j 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

y 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  dis. 

. 7 

10 

JJ 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

1 

6 

All  other  accidents 

I , 

1 

•8 

Suicide 

- 

1 

3 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

1 

— 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES, 

;i3i 

226 

COMMEHTS  ON  THE  ABOVE  STATISTICS . 


The  population  figure  includes  mernhers  of  the  Armed 
Force®  stationed  in  the  area  and  the  Death  Rate  is  Eased  on 
this  population.  To  make  an  approximate  allovirance  for  the 
way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distrihution  of  the  local 
population  differs  from  that  for  England  & Wales  as  a v/hole, 
the  Crude  Death  Rate  for  the  area  is  multiplied  hy  the  Area 
Comparahility  Factor  (1,43)  0 The  Adjusted  Death  Rate  for 
the  year  is  slightly  higher  than  the  rate  for  1955  which  was 
7.1  per  1000  of  the  population. 

It  will  he  seen  from  the  table  showing  the  various 
causes  of  death,  that  Cancer,  Heart  Disease  and  Coronary 
Disease  account  for  fifty  per  cent  of  the  total  deaths  in 
the  Rural  District  during  1956, 
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New  cases  of  tuUerculosis  notified  and  confirmed 
Uy  the  County  Chest  Physician  during  the  year,  with  comparative 
figures  for  the  previous  years  since  1948 > are  given  helow:- 


mw  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING 


YEAR 

PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

TOTAL 

1948  

1 

7 

! 

..  21,..  J 

11949 

f 11 

10 

21 

1950 

30 

2 

1951 

26 

7 . . 

1 33-... 

1952 

23 

28 

1953 

24 

i 

_ . .32 

1954 

" “A  *■ 

3 1 

11 

^1255.,.._  ^ 

18 

1 1 

19 

^956  _ 

11 

2 

NEW  CASES  AUL  MORTALITY 
DURIUa  1956  ACCORD  INC  T_0_  3M • 


AGE  PERIODS, 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

NEW  CA£ 
RESP. 

3ES 

NON -RESP, 

DEATHS 
RESP.  ; NON-j 

i 

! 

RESP,  i 

M.  , P. 

M.  i P, 

M.  1 P, 

M. 

1 

1 

i 

! 

i ! 

j 1 
1 

! i 
1 i 

1 

I “ '‘f  '■ 

1 

i 1 



1 

1 

T i 

L 

1 

1 

2 

2 

i 

1 

i 

1 ! 

1 

55 

65  upwards , 
TOTAL: 

1 

1 

1 r 

1 j 

: i 

1 1 

; i 

i i 



t • 

1 i 

5 

6 

1 

1 ' - 

- j « 

It  should  he  noted  that  the  above  figures  do  not 
represent  the  total  number  of  individuals  suffering  from 
Tuberculosis  in  the  Rural  District,  In  addition  to  the  new 
cases  notified  each  year,  a certain  proportion  of  tuberculous 
persons  either  move  into  the  district,  or  move  out.  Resident 
in  the  Rural  District  at  the  end  of  1958,  according  to  the 
Register  of  Tuberculous  Persons,  were  the  folloviing  notified 
cases; - 


Males 

Pemale  s 

Total 

Pulmonary 

.72 

58 

! 130] 

N on-Pulmona  ry 

22 

,23. 

-t” 

Total:-  ^94^  '85 , 179 
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SEirffiEAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Owing  to  the  financial  policy  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  & Local  Government,  only  a little  headYi^ay  has  heen 
made  in  implementing  the  Council* s comprehensive  schemes 
for  the  district. 

During  the  year  a scheme  for  enlarging  the  existing 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Colerne  was  submitted  to  the  various 
Authorities.  Substantial  progress  was  also  made  during  1956 
in  the  preparation  of  a comprehensive  scheme  to  provide 
sewerage  for  the  villages  of  Kington  St.  Michael,  Kington 
Langley,  Sutton  Benger  and  Christian  Malford, 

Pull  details  of  sewerage  and  sev/age  disposal  in  the 
Eural  District  are  given  in  my  Annual  Eeport  for  1953. 

Samples  of  effluent  from  the  Council* s main  sewage 
works  are  taken  ^t  regular  intervals  for  chemical  ar^ysis. 

Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough 
Immunisat ion. 


The  folloY/ing  children  received  primary  immunisations 
during  1956, 

Under  1 year  Ages  1-4  Ages  Total 

491  “ 302  75 

Total  immunised  child  population  at  31.12,56 

Ages  0-4  Ages  5~l4  TOTAL 

‘~W32  “^^5  ~^5wr 

Vaccinations . 

The  following  children  Yirere  vaccinated  during  1956, 

Under  1 year  Ages  1-4  Ages  5-14  Ages  15  or  over 

209  ■■  33  21  " 25 

In  addition  11  children  in  the  age  group  2-4;  29 
children  in  the  age  group  5-14  and  98  children  aged  15  or  over 
Yifere  re-vaccinated  during  the  year. 
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C.ALNE  AND  CHIEPENmM  RURAL  DISTRICT  C0I3NCIL. 


To  the  ChaizTiian  and  Members  of  the 
Pablic  Health  Committee. 


Lg^dies  and  Gentlemen, 


laxer  out: 

■AnnuaJ.  Report  for  the  Year  1956- 7» 


No  major  extensions  to  the  Councils  water  undertaking  have  taken 
place  during  the  year  although  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  distribution 
system  have  been  approved  by  the  Committee,  These  are  referred  to  in  detail 
later  in  the  report. 

It  appears  that  the  problems  involved  in  adapting  the  present 
distribution  system  to  meet  the  increasing  demand  for  water  are  likely  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  Committee  t^  a greater  ext^t  still  in  the 
immediate  future. 


CAPITiiL  WORKS  COMPIxETM)  OR  UNDER  CONSTRUCTION. 

With  the  installation  of  two  electrically 
driven  booster  pim^js  at  Widdenham  this  scheme  was  cempleted  during  the  year. 
The  total  capital  cost  was  approximately  £17?  279* 


Slutomatic  working.  This  scheme,  estimated  to  cost  £l,820i0  , 

provides  for  converting  three  pmps  at  Widdenham  to  automatic  control  and 
the  installation  of  new  recording  apparatus.  With  the  completion  of  this 
scheme  all  the  Councils  eight  water  punning  stations  will  be  automatic  in 
action.  It  is  anticipated  the  scheme  will  be  completed  in  the  coming  summer. 


Pickwick  Street  Water  Main,  Approximately  250  yards  of  5”  water  main  have 
been  laid  at  Pickwick  replacing  a 3”  main  which  formed  a bottle  neck  in  the 
distribution  system, 

Longsplatt  Water  Main,  A new  larger  main  has  been  laid  from  the  Kingsdown 
service  reservoir  to  Longsplatt  and  has  improved  the  supply  available  in 
that  area,  ' A proposal  to  extend  this  main  to  the  Old  Jockey  has  been 
approved  in  principle  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government, 


Alexandra  Road,  Corsham,  A short  length  of  main  has  been  laid  at  Corsham 
connecting  Alexandra  Road  and  Arnolds  Mead,  This  was  provided  for  when 
the  Arnolds  Mead  housing  site  was  developed  and  was  carried  out  at  the 
present  time  due  to  the  making  up  of  the  road  by  the  County  Council, 

Priory  Street,  Corsham,  A main  has  been  laid  on  this  housing  site  and 
provision  made  for  connecting  it  to  the  mains  on  the  Bungalow  Sites  when 
these  have  been  taken  over  from  the  Borough  of  Chippenham, 

Seagry  Link  Main.  Under  this  scheme  a small  bulk  supply  of  water  will  be 
taken  from  Malmesbury  Rural  District  Council  at  Startley  for  Upper  and 
Lower  Seagry,  This  will  enable  the  temporary  booster  station  at  Seagry 
t«  be  abandoned.  The  scheme  involves  laying  half  a mile  of  main  and  is 
nearing  completion. 


FUTURE  CAPITAL  WORKS. 


l:on,  A scheme  to  supply  this  village  from  the  Widdenham  source 
instead  of  from  Nettleton  as  at  present  has  been  submitted  to  the  various 
Authorities  for  approval.  Included  in  the  scheme  which  is  estimated  to 
cost  £7,54-0:  . is  the  provision  of  a new  service  reservoir  between 

Upper  Wraxall  and  Marshfield. 
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SOURCES^ 

Y^idderihain.  The  yield  of  the  sprlngR  re-^orded  during  the  year  fell  to  72,CCO 
gallons  a day  compared  vd.th  the  lowest  knovm  yield  of  65, CCD  gallons. 

Nettleton,  The  yield  from  this  so-^orce  shows  a small  increase  over  last  year, 
hut  is  only  about  ^0%  of  the  original  yield.  The  submersible  pump  which  has 
been  in  service  about  three  years,  has  been  replaced  by  a reconditioned  nnit, 

G^odshill.  The  lowest  level  recorded  was  ICl  feet  belov/  ground.  3.evel 
compared  with  99  feet  last  year.  The  yield  was  at  all  times  adequate  for 
the  area  supplied  from  this  source. 

Comparison  of  Supply  and  Demand, 

The  present  s'^urces  of  supply  are  as  follov/s 


Widdenham, 

Nettleton, 

Goodshill, 

Washwells, 

Chippenham  Borough. 
Yews took. 
Corsham. 
Eastern  Area* 

Malmesbirry  R,  D.  C, 

Air  Ministry, 


370.000 
350,00: 

600.000 


65.000 

80, COO 

165,000 

20.000 


1,320,000 

15.000 

12.000 


The  maximum  demand  so  far  record.ed  is  1, 2)+2.  OOO  gallons  per  day. 
Provided  the  Borough  of  Chippenham  car  prod.uce  the  full  quantity  of  water 
they  have  undertaken  to  do  there  vruld  appear"  to  be  no  immediate  danger 
of  a shortage  of  supply.  The  position  cannot,  however,  be  regarded  as 
conp)letely  satisfactory  in  view  of  the  general  trend  for  increased  consumption, 

DISTRIBUTION. 


Yewstock  Booster  Stati--n.  The  ma.iagement  of  this  station  was  taken  over 
from  the  Borou^  of  Chippenliam  on  1st  Ccitober  last.  The  present  arrangement 
is  working  satisfactorily-,  It  has  been  found,  hov/ever,  that  there  is  a 
danger  of  the  level  in  the  Borough  reservoir  fad.ling  so  low  that  the  supply 
of  water  to  the  pumps  fad.ls  v/ith  cv-nsequent  risk  of  damage  to  the  plant. 
Enquiries  are  being  made  as  to  the  provision  of  a 1oy\t  level  cut  out  to  guard 
against  this  danger. 

Velley  Hill  Booster  Station,  This  has  been  irking  satisfactorily  diiring 
the  year  boosting  water  fr  m Good, "hill  t'  '^"rsham:.  The  Committee  v/ill 
recollect  that  the  plant  installed  is  one  of  the  units  taken  from  Biddestone 
Booster  Station,  There  is  no  duplicate  standby  set,  Tq  safeguard  against 
failure  an  automatic  valve  has  been  installed  which  brings  in  a supply  of 
water  obtained  from  Chippenham  ^orough  at  Monks  Lane  should  the  booster 
pump  fail, 

Rudloe  Service  Reserygir^  Yiihen  Rudloe  was  first  acquired  by  the  Council 
in  1929  it  consisted  of  ti.vo  service  reser\^oirs.  Today  in  an  area  7C  yards 
by  3C  yards  there  are  seven  seramLce  resoamx'ims  at  three  different  levels 
and  over  fifty  valves.  The  danger  of  incorrect  manipulation  of  the  valves 
is  obvious,  Yfork  has,  therefore,  commenced  on  sirpilifying  the  whole  layout 
and  resiting  the  various  control  valves  in  a logical  sequence.  The  Y/ork 
will  be  completed  early  in  the  coming  year. 

Existing  Mains,  Signs  are  increasing  indicating  the  inadequacy  of  certain 
mains  in  the  area,  Th‘_s  year  it  vvas  found  impossible  to  supply  the  whole 
of  Neston  and  the  War  Department  at  Spring  Lane,  Corsham,  from  Y/iddenham 
throuigh  the  present  mains  as  in  previous  years.  It  was  necessary  to  purchase 
water  from  Chippenham  Borough  at  Gopenacre  to  supply  the  War  Department 
with  about  A5>bj:-  gallons  a day,  although  for  three  months  the ' equivalent 
amount  of  water  was  running  to  waste  at  Widdenham, 
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The  size  of  the  main  from  Rudloe  to  Box  and  Kingsdown  is  snch  that 
it  may  he  difficult  to  maintain  an  adequate  supply  to  all  parts  of  those 
areas  this  summer. 

The  ansvirer  to  hwth  the  above  problems  is  a new  main  from  Rudloe  to 
Box  and  Chapel  Plaster  as  referred  to  in  the  annual  report  last  year. 

Pending  this  scheme  it  may  be  necessary  to  instal  a larger  booster 
pump  at  Washwells  to  serve  the  Kingsdown  area. 

The  part  of  the  Regional  Scheme  supplied  from  Kington  Langlqy 
reservoir,  namely  Sutton  Benger,  Christian  Malford,  East  and  West  lytherton, 
etc,  is  another  area  in  idiich  difficulties  are  alreac^  being  experienced 
and  which  should  receive  consideration  in  the  immediate  future. 

In  the  last  annual  report  reference  was  made  to  other  places  where 
there  virere  signs  of  difficulties  to  come.  There  has  been  no  material, 
change  in  this  pwsition  during  the  past  year.  It  is,  however,  suggested 
that  the  reneviral  of  the  main  from  Derry  Hill  to  Forest  Gate  be  pro6.eeded 
Y/ith  this  year. 

Repairs.  During  the  year  39  burst  mains  have  been  repaired.  These 
include  repairs  to  Joints  on  the  9"  pumping  main  to  Bewden  Hill  reservoir 
which  continues  to  give  some  trouble. 

Waste  Detection.  Again  I am  sorry  to  report  that  this  activity  is  still 
With  the  provision  this  summer  of  full  automatic  working  at 
ViTiddenham  one  ad<ii-biQn,q.l  part  time  man  Yvill  be.  available  for  this  service. 

Meters,  There  are  now  956  meters  in  use  compared  Y/ith  931  last  year. 

A nev/  4"  inferential  type  meter  is  being  used  experimentally  on  cattle 
trough  supplies  vdiere  intermittent  consumption  takes  place.  It  is  hoped 
this  YO-ll  over  come  the  tendency  for  some  meters  to  fail  to  record  after 
a period  of  inactivity. 

Repairs  have  been  carried  out  to  110  meters  this  year.  An  attempt 
is  being  made  to  replace  all  meters  vdiich  have  been  in  use  for  five  years. 
This  Y/ill  mean  doubling  the  number  now  being  repaired,  but  should  repay 
the  cost  in  increased  revenue  obtainable. 


G-liiNERAL. 


Staff.  During  the  year  tv/o  members  of  the  office  staff  have  left,  a Jimior 
Engineering  Assistant  and  a Clerk,  Due  to  the  restriction  of  capital 
expenditure  the  question  of  filling  the  former  vacancy  has  been  adjovimed 
for  the  time  being.  ^e  clerk  has  been  replaced  by  a part  time  official. 
This  arrangement  is  working  satisfactorily  at  the  moment,  but  should  be 
reviewed  from  time  to  time. 

The  outside  staff  consists  of  I3  men,  an  increase  of  one  over  previoas 
years.  As  already  reported  two  of  these,  Mr,  A, Ballinger  the  Superintendent, 
and  Mr,  A, Vaughan  the  Maintenance  Engineer,  have  each  completed  over  25  years 
service  Y/ith  the  Council. 

Statistics.  The  usual  statistics  are  attached  to  the  report.  It  is 
interesting  to  note  that  of  the  179  new  connections  made  57  weire  to  the 
mains  laid  under  the  Eastern  Area  Scheme.  The  position  in  relation  to 
this  scheme  is  ncav  as  follows 
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Miles  of  mains. 

Number  of  agricultural  supplies, 
Number  of  domestic  supplies. 
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Up  t o 


33 

33 

37 

80 

216 

2kO 

Graphs  are  atj^adiied  shoi,ving  the  increase  in  wa^ 
and  the  variation  injsobt  over  the  last  nine  years. 


consumption 


I am. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

\ 

\ 

Engineer, 


7th  May, 
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General  Statistics, 


Population. 

36,830 

36, 660 

Private  houses. 

7,620 

7,659 

Ditto,  owned  by  Service  Departments. 

409 

530 

Total  houses. 

8,029 

8,189 

Houses  supplied  with  water  by  R,D<,  C, 

3,299 

5,514 

Ditto,  by  other  Authorities, 

1,135 

1,240 

Total  houses  supplied  with  water. 

6,434 

6,754 

Estimated  percentage  of  population  supplied. 

85fo 

dmfo 

New  connections  made. 

245 

179 

Water  meters  in  use  at  end  of  year. 

931 

956 

Production  of  Water, 

Source, 

Chippenham  Borough,  Yewstock, 

105,185,000 

50,103,000 

Cor  sham. 

75,087,000 

79,536,000 

Eastern  Area, 

68,237,000 

83,937,000 

Other  plaoes. 

8,024,000 

6,134,000 

256,533,000 

259,710,0b0 

Widdenham, 

90,478,000 

81,941,00(31 

Nettleton, 

19,996,000 

23,344,000 

Goodshill. 

45,535,000 

58,147,000 

Washwells, 

8,617,000 

9,475,000 

Hilmarton, 

275,000+ 

- 

Poxham, 

649,000 

- 

Slaught  erf  ord. 

70, 000+ 

70,000+ 

East  Tytherton  (Wick  Hill) 

l5,cco+ 

- 

Compton  Bassett  (R.  A.  P.  ) 

518,000 

59,000 

Yatesbuiy  (r.  A.P) 

1,529,000 

1,385,000 

Goatacre  (Cricklade  & Wootton  Bassett  R.D. C, ) 

704,000 

— 

424,919,020 

434,131,000 

gallons. 

gallons. 

+estimated, 
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Consximption  of 

Water, 

Government  Establishments: 

1955^ 

1956-7. 

Hullavington  Aerodrome, 

25,045,000 

25,307,000 

Coleme  Aerodrome. 

50,529,000 

47,267,000 

Air  Ministry,  Rudloe, 

3,251,000 

2,903,000 

War  Department,  Corsham. 

24,879,000 

24,352,000 

Other  Establishments, 

920, ObO 

1,126,000 

104,624,000 

100,955,000 

Devizes  R.D.  C, 

32,579,000 

38,348,000 

Agriculture, 

67,743,000 

63,891,000 

Other  Metered  Supplies, 

12,196,000 

14,405,000 

Domestic  and  Unmetered  Supplies, 

207,777,000 

216,532,000 

424,919,000 

434,131,000 

Rajjif  all. 

Recorded  at  Widdenham  Pumping  Station, 


1955-6 

19^6-7, 

April. 

1. 04 

1.  26 

May. 

4.99 

0.71 

June. 

3.53 

1.38 

July, 

0.49 

2,99 

August, 

0,62 

4.71 

September, 

1. 19 

4.22 

October. 

1.59 

2, 29 

November, 

3.58 

0.74 

December, 

3.77 

3.95 

January, 

4.45 

2.45 

February, 

0,02 

3.57 

March, 

1, 00 

3.04 

. 

26.27 

ins. 

31.31 

ins. 
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Parish, 


Sonrces. 


Distribntion  of  Pub lic_Supp_lies 


Bidde stone. 

Box, 

Bremhill. 

Caine  ¥/ithout. 

Castle  Combe, 

Cherhill, 

Chippenham  ''Without, 
Christian  Malford, 
Coleme, 

Cumpton  Bassett, 

Cor sham. 

Grit tie ton, 

Heddington. 

Hilmarton. 

Kington  Langley, 

Kington  St,  Michael, 
Lacock. 

Langley  Burrell  Without. 
Nettle  ton. 

North  Wraxall. 

Pev/sham, 

Stanton  St,  Quint  in, 
Sutton  Benger, 

Yatton  Keynell, 
Chippenham  ®orough. 


mains. 


4.9 


15.4 
12,6 
11.2 
4*  6 


3.1 


1.7 


4. 6 


6,7 


3.2 

•2.2 


9ol 

2, 6 


7.6 


5.2 

6.8 


8.5 


4. 8 

5.2 

3.9 
10.0 

2.8 

4. 4 

5.2 

0.5 


Chippenham  Borough, 

S laugh  t er f o r d, 

W iddenham.  'H  ashwe  11s. 

Chippenham  Borough. 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenham  Borough, 
Nettleton. 

Ail  Ministiy, 
Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenham  Borough. 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Widdenham, 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenham  Borough, 
Widdenham,  Goodshill. 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenha  n Borough . 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenham  Borough. 

Chippenham  Barough. 
Goodshill, 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Nettleton. 

Widdenham, 

Chippenham  Boro-ugh, 

Chippenham  Borough. 

Chippenham  Borough, 

Chippenham  Borough. 


Total;  166.8  miles. 


Corresponding  figiire  1955-6: 


166,0  miles. 


NOTE:  The  Vfest  Gloucestershire  Water  Company  supply  the  village 

of  Burton  in  the  Parish  of  Nettletonj  and  Caine  Borough 
supply  Mile  Elm  in  the  Parish  of  Caine  Without. 

Chippenham  Borough  supply  Bungaj.ovv  Bptes  and  Government 
Establishments  at  Corsham  and  Box, 
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Production  and.  Distribution  Costs 


1955-6. 


1956-7. 


Source. 


Pence 

Per 

1,000 

galls. 


total 


Pence 


per 


1,000 


Chippenham  Borough, 


Yev/stock, 

9.9d 

25^0 

10.  2d 

21% 

Corsham, 

13.  Id 

18% 

12. 6d 

10% 

Eastern  Area. 

12.0d+ 

16% 

ir.2d 

19% 

Elsewhere, 

16. 8d 

2% 

17.  Od 

1% 

Vfiddenham. 

11. 8d 

21% 

11.  7d 

29% 

Nettleton, 

14. 9d 

5% 

17.  Od 

5% 

Goodshill. 

5. 2d 

life 

4.3d 

13% 

Other  Sources, 

7.  Id 

3fo 

2,3d 

CM 

+ Interim  charge. 

NOTE; 

The  above  figures  represent  wages,  transport,  fuel, 
materials  and  repairs  only.  Depreciation,  rates, 

loan  charges,  administration  esqjenses,  etc-  are  not 
included. 

Pro  due  t i on_and_3^is  tribu  t join 

1955-6 

1936-7 

pence. 

Average  cost  of  production. 

12.  Od 

11.  2d 

Distribution, 

6.  Id 

7.5d 

Administration, 

3.7d 

3.9d 

Rates,  etc. 

0.8d 

1.7d 

Loan  charges. 

8.5d 

9,0d 

Total; 

31.  Id  per 

33. 3d  per 

1,000  1,000 

galls.  galls. 


NOTE;  The  figures  for  1955-6  differ  slightly  from  those 
reported,  last  year.  The  present  figures  are 
calculated,  from  actual  costs  instead,  of  estimated, 
figures  used,  in  last  years  report. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SEimIOH  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR. 


TO:-  The  Chairman  and.  members  of  the  Caine  & Chippenham 
Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  report 

on  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  1956. 

A reference  to  the  Summary 

of  Public  Health  Inspectors’  visits  will  acquaint  the 
Council  with  the  scope  of  the  work  carried  out  in  the 
d epartment . 


The  value  of  the  provisions 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1949 3 which  enables  local  authorities 
to  make  grants  towards  the  improvement  of  existing  house 
property,  is  again  reflected  in  the  number  of  properties 
improved  and  the  total  value  of  grants  approved  amounting 
to  some  £19,112  in  respect  of  66  applications.  The  Council’ 
housing  policy  has  been  directed  more  towards  the  improvement 
of  existing  properties  rather  than  the  demolition  of  such 
accommodation,  although  a number  of  cottages  in  the  parishes 
of  Biddestone  and  Cor sham  have  been  reported  to  the  Housing 
Committee  for  action  under  Section  11  of  the  Housi.ng  Act, 

1996 . 

Routine  inspections  of  shop 

and  food  premises  have  been  imade  throughout  the  year,  and 
I feel  there  is  a general  desire  amongst  shop  keepers  to 
improve  their  premises  and  generally  to  compl^r  with  the  new 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Some  premises,  however,  are 
still  below  the  accepted  standard.  ?fith  cramped  accommodation 
and  lack  of  essential  amenities,  and  efforts  will  be  made 
to  secure  improvements  at  these  shops. 

ILy  gratitude  is  due  to  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  and  Committees  for 
their  support  and  guidance  on  matters  of  policy,  and  to 
Dr.  Eroomhead  for  his  co-operation  and  advice. 


The  officers  and  staff  of 

the  department,  together  with  the  members  of  Refuse 
Collection  and.  Disposal  staff,  have  all  worked  admirably 
to  m.aintain  our  public  health  service. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant , 


H.J.  TAYLOR. 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SUMyiARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  lASFECTORo' 
FISITo  I..'  1S5C. 


1556  1S55 

'-eneral  Sanitation . 


iWater  supply 

io4 

3 43 

Drainage 

415 

429 

Stables  and  Piggeries 

10 

11 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

- 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

5 

1 

Licensed  Premises 

62 

C 

> 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

2/8 

193 

Factories  - Power 

15 

33 

Factories  - Ho  Power 

1 

0 

Vorhplac  es 

1 

1 

Outworkers 

4 

i 

Bak ehous  es 

28 

2C 

Public  Conveniences, 

78 

50 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainments 

2 

2 

Refuse  Collection 

28 

Iq 

Refuse  Disposal 

125 

144 

Rats  and  Mice 

11 

0 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

- 

Schools 

c A 

1 

Shops , Food 

19 

> 

xiuisances 

293 

349 

Sanitary'  Sur  v ey 

,3 

- 

Water  Samples 

267 

285 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 
Housing . 

lb  p 

153 

Under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

no.  of  Houses  inspected 

b 

7 

'/■isits  paid  to  above  houses. 
Under  Housing  Acts:- 

r*!  /i 

149 

Ho.  of  Houses  inspected 

33 

250 

''isits  paid  to  above  houses. 

Ho.  of  visits  in  connection  with 

157 

loO 

■ ■'■■■r.  •'  Improvement  Q-rants 

Ov  ercrowd ing : - 

427 

— 

Ho.  of  Houses  inspected 

Z;. 

b 

-Visits  paid  to  above  hoo.ses, 
Filthy  or  'Verminous  Premises:- 

9 

11 

Ho.  of  premises  inspected 

4 

S 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses. 

20 

22 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits 

44 

3v3 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inauit'ies  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 

130 

67 

Visits  re  disinfection 

15 

b 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits 

502 

33 

Food  Poisoning  Inquiries 
Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 
Inspection  of  Meat:- 

15 

3/^ 

Visits  to  Slau.ght erhous es  and  Knackers  Yard 

9 

0 

Visits  to  Shops  and  Stalls 

1 

1 

Visits  to  other  Premises 

- 

Visits  to:- 

But  chers 

24 

4 

Canteens 

1 

Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors 

41 

66 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 

2 

2 
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SUMMARY  QF_?U3LIC  HEALTH  Ii\l3?ECT0R3 ' 7I3IT3 
1956  (Continued) 


1956 

1955 

Food  preparing  premises 

11 

3 

Grocers 

50 

16 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

In 

1 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

28 

27 

Market  Stalls 

2 

2 

Restaurants  and  Cafes 

24 

14 

Street  Vendors  and  Hawkers  Carts 

18 

3 

Visits  in  connection  with  Sampling 

Milk  bacteriological 

196 

143 

Milk  biological 

22 

16 

Ice  Cream 

- 201 

119 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

12 

14 

43  4372  27C 

3399 

DRAINAGE 


Nuisances 


ever  25c  investigations  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  complaints  of  nuisances.  In  most  cases  the  nuisances 
have  been  abated  as  a result  of  the  issue  of  informal  notices. 

Connect  ions  to  Sewer. 


Castle  Combe. 

Most  of  tile  properties  in  Castle  Combe  were  connected 
to  the  sewrers  in  1954-35  5 4 more  cottages  were  connected; 

2 after  the  service  of  Statutory  iJotices  under  Section  39 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  193^,  and  2 by  voluntary  action 
on  the  part  of  the  Owners.  In  trie  first  two  cases  it  was 
necessary  for  the  Council  to  execute  the  work  in  default 
and  to  recover  the  cost  from  the  Owner. 

Biddestone . 

The  new  sewerage  system  for  Biddestone  was  completed 
in  December  1955?  since  that  time  every  endeavour  has 

been  made  to  secure  that  all  habitable  accommodation  within 
100  feet  of  the  sewers  is  connected  thereto. 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows 


Nothing  done  29 

i\o  action  to  be  taken 
at  present  15 

Connection  being 
considered  by  owner  12 

Flans  received  13 

Connections  in 
progress  8 

Connections  made  Tp. 


The  advent  of  the  new  sewer  enabled  Biddestone 
School  to  be  provided  with  main  drainage  and  additional 
improved  closet  accommodation. 

One  Statutory  Notice  was  served  on  an  owner  of  a 
property  to  connect  his  house  to  the  sewer.  I forsee 
that  in  1957  will  be  necessary  to  serve  further 
statutory  notices  in  order  to  secuire  that  all  properties 
in  the  village  are  connected  to  the  sewer. 
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DRAIi^'AG-E  (Continued)  . 

Cor sham . 

Aeston  and  Cor shams  id e. 

A public  sewer  has  existed  in  these  hamlets  of  Corsham 
for  several  years,  but  a survey  revealed  that  a few  houses 
were  still  not  connected  to  same.  As  a result  of  informal 
action  3 properties  were  connected  at  Baker's  Corner, 
Creenhill  and  El ley  Creen. 

Sewer  Extension,  heston. 

This  new  sewer  extension,  completed  during  the  year, 
has  enabled  6 cottages  just  beyond  Baker's  Corner  to  be 
provided  with  main  drainage. 

SAhPLIhC  OF  SEWAGE  EFFLUEbT, 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Ford 

1 

1 

X 

Corsham 

d 

Heddington 

1 

Hilmarton 

1 

X 

Lacock 

2 

Upper  Seagry 

1 

Wick  Hill 

1 

X 

0 0 1 er  n e 

3 

1 

X 

Castle  Combe 

(Longdean)  3 

2 

lo 

’Whenev  er 

possible  samples  of  sewage 

effluents  are 

taken  from  the  Council's  main  sewage  disposal  works  and  from 
the  sewage  disposal  works  of  the  larger  Council  House 
Estates.  All  reports  are  passed  on  to  the  Council's 
Engineer  , so  that  he  may  be  kept  informed  of  tixe  working 
efficiency  of  these  disposal  plants. 

PUBLIC  COhVEhlEnCES. 

Box . Ladies'  and  Gentlemen's  Conveniences. 


Corsham . Post  Office  Lane.  Ladies'  and  Gentlemens' 
Conv  eni enc  es . 

Station  Road.  Gentlemen's  Convenience. 
Castle  Combe.  Ladies'  and  Gentlemen '-d  Conveniences. 


Colerne . 


The  new  public  conveniences  for  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
at  Martins  Croft,  Colerne,  became  available  to  the  public 
early  in  1956  and  has  provided  a ver^'-'  necessary  facility 
for  visitors  and  service  men  stationed  at  the  nearby 
aerodrome . 

Lacock . 


negotiations  are  in  hand  for  the  Council  to  take  over 
ti^e  existing  Ladies'  Convenience  owned  by  the  national  Trust, 
and  for  an  additional  Gentlemen's  Conveyience  oo  be  added  to 
m.eet  the  needs  of  tourists  visiting  this  attract.^ve  village. 
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REFUSE  CQLLECTIOi'j  Ai^iD  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  continues  to  employ  one  working  foreman, 
one  tip  attendant',  4 drivers  and  loaders , (including  one 
relief  driver-loader)  to  maintain  the  present  refuse  collection 
service . 

A new  12  cubic  yard  Bedford  Refuse  lorry  came  into 
service  to  replace  an  old  7 cubic  yard  Bedford  lorry  whicu 
is  now  used  at  the  refuse  disposal  tip  for  carrying  covering 
material  and  for  pulling  the  Muledozer  trailer. 


The  pr 

esent 

vehicle  fleet  cons  is' 

ts  of : - 

1. 

16 

Cubic 

Yard 

Shelvoke  & Drewery  Refuse  Lorr 

y Purchased  1554 

1 . 

7 

Cubic 

Yard 

Bedford  Refuse  Lorry 

Purchased 

1950 

1. 

10 

Cubic 

Yard 

Bedford  Refuse  Lorry 

Pur chased 

1551 

1. 

10 

Cubic 

Yard 

Bedford  Refuse  Lorry 

Purchased 

155c 

1. 

12 

Cubic 

Yard 

Bedford  Refuse  Lorry 

Purchased 

1556. 

One  of 

these 

vehicles  is  kept  in 

reserv  e , 

for  use  when 

one  of  the  other  vehicles  is  being  serviced  and  this  same 
vehicle  is  used  for  the  collection  of  salvage  in  the  Parishes 
of  Box  and  Corsham. 

The  sanitary  foreman  also  drives  an  Austin  A40 
Pick-up  Truck  purchased  in  135'-'. 

The  mileage  figures  and  comparative  running  costs  are 
set  out  below 


Total  mileage,  5 vehicles 

35,415 

(33 , 5bl) 

Petrol,  gallons 

2,456 

( 2 ,6ol) 

(43b) 

Diesel  oil,  gallons 

1,22b 

Refuse  costs. 

Total  costs 

Yb , 94c 

(£7,516) 

Collection 

£6,72.9 

U5,97&) 

Disposal 

£2,191 

(£1,536) 

Per  thousand  population.. 

Collection 

£179.17.5. 

( £1o6 

Disposal 

£56. 7. 1C . 

( m.14.5 

her  head  of  population. 

Coll ect ion 

.2/7- 

(5/5 

Disposal 

1/2-1 

( 1C 

Per  ton  of  refuse. 
2,361  Loads  collected 


7,592  Tons 


(&,o47) 


hot  e : - 

1355 

gur  es 

in 

bracket 

s . 

Y ehi c 1 e 

running 

cost 

s . 

1 . 

10 

Cubic  Yard  Bed for 

d Ct-..R 

259 

£456 

1 . 

1C 

' 

hnR 

14- 

S-H-b  1 

1 

1 

•I 

1! 

tl 

0..:R 

250 

£271 

1 . 

12 

!l 

tl 

11 

CA 

5(1 

.£471 

1 . 

18 

!l 

" 3. 

8.  D 

813 

tt,84C 

1 . 

A4C 

pick-up 

truck 
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R5FU3E  COLLECTIOi'j  DI3PC3AL  (Ooircinued; 


The  Council’s  principal  refuse  tip  is  at  Inwood, 
Lacock,  and  the  refuse  from’ nearly  2/3i’ds  of  the  population 
is  disposed  of  iiere.  Other  tips  exis'C  at  3utton  Beiiger, 
Spirthill,  nethermore  and  Burton. 

I am  negotiating  for  a further  tip  in  the  Colerne  area 
and  for  additional  tipping  facilities  at  Compton  oassett  to 
enable  refuse  from  the  adjoining  parishes  to  be  disposed  of 
locally,  rather  than  being  taken  to  more  distant  tips  at 
Jethermore  and  Lacock. 

3U?fLY  OF  DU3T3Ih3. 

The  Council  continued  to  sell  to  the  public  at  cost 
price  the  62  remaining  dustbins  not  sold  during  1^55-  tnen 
the  stock  was  exhausted,  it  was  decided  not  to  purchase 
further  supplies. 

LITTER  BA3KET3. 


lH:»-Tft-ew--er--rcplace;j>oii=i't  baskc;^  fitted. 

4 in  Cor sham 
3 in  Box 

3 in  E^^g'ton  So.  Michael 
3 i^a'^astle  Combe 
■in  Col  or  nc 

The  Council  has,  in  the  past,  provided  litter  baskets 
in  various  parishes  to  encourage  tne  public  to  be  'more 
"litter  conscious",  and  in  195^5  lo  additional  baskets  were 
placed  atr- 

C or sham  4 
Box  3 

Kington  3t . Michael  3 
Castle  Combe  3 
Colerne  3 


e paper  collected  in  1956 
of  203  Tons  collected 


■'U3TE  PAPER 

Although  the  quant  it3;^  of  was’ 
exceeded  by  o Tons  the  record  total 

in  1955,  "the  revenue  from  the  sale  of  such  paper  dropped 
by  approximately  £200.  This  was  due  to  a reduction  in  the 
sale  price  of  waste  paper  from  £0  to  £7  per  Ton,  and 
container  x-vaste  from  £9.10.0.  to  £8  per  Ton. 

3 CRAP  metal. 

It  has  still  been  difficult  to  obtain  an  outlet  for 
the  sale  of  scrap  metal,  but  towards  the  end  of  the  summer 
months  a 3crap  L etai  dealer  from  3windon  agreed  to  accept; 
the  Council's  output  provided  that  it  could  be  collected  in 
loads  of  not  less  than  3 Tons 
was  collected  valued  at  ._49 . 
this  amount  in  the  future. 


A total  of  12  Tons  5 Gvuts. 
It  is  hoped  to  improve  upon 


OEEE1.3ITE  TRACES 


Public  Health  Act,  193b,  Section  10' 


There  are  no  offensive  trade  establishme^.t s as  defined 
by  Section  I07  of  the  public  Health  Act,  1938,  within  the 
area  of  the  Council. 
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FRIED  FI3H  SHOPS. 

Five  inspections  have  seen  made  of  the  four  fried 
fish  and  chip  shops  situated  ao  Box,  Oorsham  and  Colerne. 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  shops  situated  at  The 
Parade,  Box,  and  Pickwick  Road,  Corsham,  ceased  to  operate. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  aCT  , 1^'3^  • Section  2o-;  . 

MOVEABLE  DWELL IBCB. 

Licences  authorising  persons  to  erect  or  station  and  use 
Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  number  of  individual  caravans  stationed  ixi  the 
district  increased  by  2,  making  a total  of  86. 


Parishes  in  which  Moveable  Dwellings  are  sited; - 


Box 

5 

K i ngt  on  St.  Mi ch a e 1 

3 

Br emhill 

0 

Lacock 

3 

Cherhill 

1C 

x'j  et  t leton 

1 

Chippenham  Wt . 

11 

north  Uraxall 

3 

Christiaxi  Malford 

j 

Pew sham 

3 

Colerne 

10 

Stanton  St.  (<tuintin 

cl 

Cor sham 

1C 

Sutton  Benger 

Heddingt on 

1 

Yatton  Keynell 

1 

Hilmart on 

7 

Total : - 

06 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

SECTI 

269. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLIxIGS. 

Licence  authorising  persons  to  allow  land  occupied  by  themi 
to  be  used  as  site  for  Mloveable  Dwellings. 

The  caravan  site  at  Box  w'hich  was  under  construct  ion 
? in  1S555  became  ready  for  occupation  early  in  1^5^;  and  the 

Council  granted  a licence  authorising  this  site  to  be 
occupied  by  29  Mioveable  Dwellings. 

It  is  a well  appointed  site  with  good  road  approach, 
hard  standings  for  each  caravan,  well  spaced  closet 
accommodation  ana  piped  water  supply. 

PUBLIC  EEALTh  ACT,  1936.  3ECTICA3  83-85. 

Filthy  and  Verminous  premises  or  Articles  and  Verminous  Persons. 

Occasional  complaints  of  verminous  premhses  were 
received  and  the  affected  properties  were  visited  and 
treated,  but  on  the  whole  the  district  is  relatively  free 
from  this  form  of  inf  estat io.i . 

FOOD  c DRUCS  ACT,  1956. 

FOOD  HYCtIEDE. 

THE  FOOD  HYGIEnE  RECtULATIQu S , 195b. 

The  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955  j and  Tx^e  Food  Hygiene 
Resulations.  19555  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January, 

1356. 

The  Food  & Drugs  Act  repealed  tne  Amendment;  Act,  1954, 
and  consolidated  it  together  witn  the  Food  a Drugs  Act,  1936, 
the  Food  & Drugs  (Milk,  Dairies  o-  Artificial  Cream)  Act, 

1950,  and  certain  sections  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954, 
and  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act,  1954- 

The  Regulations  dealing  with  food  hygiene  replace 
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FOOD  & D.RU5S  ACT,  1955  (Continued). 

Section  13  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  193^?  and  add  a n^umoer 
of  new  provisions  ixi  respect  of  the  hygienic  handling  of 
food  and  the  construction  and  niaint enance  of  premises, 
stalls,  vehicles,  etc.  where  food  is  handled. 

The  regulations  lay  down  requirements  in  respect  of:- 

(i)  the  cleanliness  of  fooa  premises  and  stalls,  etc. 
and  of  apparatus  and  equipment. 

(ii)  the  hygienic  handling  of  food. 

(iii)  tiie  cleanliness  of  persons  engag'ed  in  the  handling 
of  food  and 'their  clothing,  and  the  action  to  oe 
taken  where  they  suffer  from,  or  are  carriers  of, 
certain  infections. 

(iv)  the  construction  of  food  premises,  the  repair  and 

maintenance  of  food  premises,  stalls,  vehicles,  etc., 
and  tne  facilities  to  be  provided  , and 

(v)  the  temperature  at  which  certain  foods  that  are 
particularly  liable  to  transmit  disease  are  to  be 
kept  in  food  premises. 

The  Council  considered  that  the  provisions  of  these 
regulations  were  so  important  that  all  owners  and  occupiers 
of  food  premises  were  sent  copies. 

During  the  year,  215  inspections  of.  food  premises  have 
been  made.  The  tradespeople  have  been  made  aware  of  ‘che 
principal  provisions  of  the  Regulations,  and  the  new 
recuireraents  explained  to  them  so  far  as  they  apply  to  their 
respective  premises,  #here  such  premises  have  fallen  short 
of  the  requirements  of  the  regulations,  informal  notices 
have  been  sent  out  requesting  certain  specific  v/ork  to  be 
carried  out  to  ensure  that  the  regulations  are  complied  with. 

The  inauguration  of  clean  food  guilds  or  of  lectures 
on  food  h^^giene  has  not  been  attempted,  as  from  past 
experience  such  meetings  are  no'C  well  attended,  and  those 
wno  come  are  usually  the  more  enlightened  traders  who  keep 
themselves  informed  of  new  legislat ioxi , and  generally 
maintain  their  premises  to  a satisfactory  standard. 

I find  it  more  beneficial  to  point  out  to  a trader 
in  his  own  pre.iiises  the  shortcomings  of  his  own  establishment , 
and  to  show  him.  how  the  new  regulations  apply  to  him  and 
his  shop  in  particular. 

Food  premises  in  the  area:- 


G-rocers  18 
General  Stores  pi 
Butcners  10 
Sv/eet  Shops  12 
Fish  and  Fruit  5 
Cafes  9 
Fish  and  Chip  Shops  3 
Bakers  12 
Poulterers  1 


121 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955.  SEPTIC.^  . 

Registration  of  Premises  used  iri  connection  witii  the 
i anufactur e or  Sale  of  Preserved  Foods,  etc. 

Six  premises  are  registered  under  Section  I6  of  the 
above  Act,  and  all  have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
rfianner  . The  premises  are  situated  at  ; - 

Box  1 

Caine  Wt . 1 
Corsham  3 
Lacocl:  1 

FOOD  i:  DRUDS  ACT,  1S55. 

Schedule  of  Condemned  Foods.,  193^- 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year 


Tinned  Groods, 


C o nd  i t i o n 


d Tins  Processed  Peas. 

3 Tins  Garden  Peas 

1 802.  Tin  Butter  Beans 

3 1 lb.  Tins  Beans 

2 15-^02  Tins  Irish  Stev/ing  Steak 
1 12  02  Tin  hinced  Beef  Loaf 

2b  6 lb.  Tins  Corned  Beef 
1 12 oz  Luncheon  Keat 

4 2:>o?  Tins  Turtle  Soup 

3 20 02  Tins  Plums 
6 602  Tins  Cream 

1 Id  lb.  Box  Kippers 


Blown  and  punctured, 
ditto . 
ditto . 
ditto . 
ditto , 
ditto  . 
ditto . 
ditto  . 

Blown . 
ditto , 

Tainted  . 
Putrefaction. 


All  condemned  foodstuffs  are  voluntarily;  surrendered 
and  disposed  of  by-  burying  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip. 


FOOD  I DRUGS  ACT,  ISbo-  SECTIOn  I6 . 

Registration  of  Premises  used  in  connection  with  the  sale, 
or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  Ice-Cream . 
or  the  storage  of  Ice-Cream  intended  for  sale. 


72  Premises  are  no¥,;  registered  for  the  storage  of  Ice 
Cream  intended  for  sale,  and  tnese  are  distributed  in  the 
following  parishes 


Box  11 
Bremhill  2 
Caine  Ft , 1 
Castle  Combe  3 
Cherhill  A 
Chippeniiam.  wt  . 1 
Christian  x-.alford  1 
Col  erne  5 
Compton  Bassett  2 
Corsham.  20 
Grittleton  1 
Kedcington  1 


Rilmarton  1 

Kington  Langley  1 

Kington  St.  Michael  2 

Lacoch  4 

Langley  Burrell  Wt . 1 

iletcleton  1 

r.ortj.1  Wraxall  2 

Pews  ha,.;  2 

Sutton  Benger  3 

Stanton  St.  Quint  in  1 

Yatton  Keynell  2 


Tot  al ! 7 2 


close  check  on  Ice-Cream  was  maintained  throughout 
the  summer  seasor,  and  some  210  samples  were  taken  for 
examination. 


The  reports  w/ere  as  follows: 
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Registration  of  Premises  used  in  connection  witii  the  sale, 
or  the  manufacture  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  of  Ice-Cream, 
or  the  storage  oi  Ice-Crearn  intended  for  sale.  (Continued) 


Particular  Manufacturer  Others  Total 


Grade  1 4^ 

" 2 28 

" 3 16 

" 4 47 


14c 


54 

102 

16 

44 

(21) 

— 

lb 

(20) 

1 

4d 

( 8) 

210 

(122; 

The  high  proportion  of  Grade  II 
entirely  due  to  unsatisfactory  reports 
of  ice-cream.  Strong  representations 
firm  in  question  botJn  b\  this  Council 
action  with  other  adjoining  authoritie 
similar  unsatisfactory  reports  will  no 
futur  e . 


I and  IT  was  almost 
on  a particular  brand 
have  been  made  to  the 
alone,  and  by  combined 

s,  and  it  is  hoped  that 

t. be  received  in  the 


The  Ice-Creaii.  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations,  134/. 

The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Amendment  Regulations,  1972. 


ho  Ice-Cream  is  now  manufactured  in  the  Council's 
district . 

Periodic  checks  ar 
tne  sale  of  Ice-Cream,  to 
kept  at  a temperature  not 
was  frozen. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

There  are  o2  licensed  premises  in  the  area.  During 
the  year  62  inspections  have  been  made  at  such  premises,  and 
in  several  instances  desirable  improvements  have  been  carried 
out  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Brewery  Companies. 


e taken  at  registered  premises  fo.r 
ensure  tnat  Ice-Cream  is  being 
exceeding  20*^  Eaxirexiheit  since  it 


Impr ov  em ent  3 carr i ed  out . 


Box . 

Bidci  estone . 


I ingt on  St . Michael . 
Langley  Burrell  Wt . 
Kedd ington . 

P ewsham . 


Provision  of  improved  sanitation. 
Co.xiiection  of  property  to  public  sewer 
and  conversion  of  Chemical  Closets  ro 

w . c . s . 

Improved  sanitary  accommodation. 

Additional  R.c.  for  females. 
i\iew  drainage  system  and  improved 
sanitary  facilities. 

Connection  to  public  water  main.  New 

drainage  system  and  sanitary  facilities. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

28  inspections  have  been  made  at  the  12  Bakehouses 
in  the  Council's  area.  The  ow/ners  have  bee...  advised  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955- 


improvements  have  been  carried  out  at  one  Bakehouse 
in  Castle  Combe. 

FOOD  I DRUGS  ACT.  195b.  3ECTI0J  63. 

Renewal  of  Licence. 


The  Knacker's  Yard  at  Hedding'con  has  been  well  maintained 
and  the  existing  licence  was  renewed  for  one  year. 
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FOOD  & DRUCrS  ACT,  lS'5o-  SECTIO.^  62. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1994. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  AHIMAL3  ( AHEiv Jjg[EHT ) ACT,  1954. 

Ho  private  or  public  slaughter-houses  are  in  operation 
in  the  Council’s  district.  All  home-killed  meat  is  obtained 
from  Chippenham,  Bath  or  Bristol. 

THE  SLAUO-nTER  OF  Arll.ALS  ACT,  1953. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  AnIhALS  ( A^&  DHEx^T ) ACT,  1954. 

p Slaughtermen's  licences  were  issued  during  the  year 
to  men  engaged  on  slaughtering  animals  at  the  knacker's  yard, 
Heddington. 

THE  SLAUGHTER  OF  AHIMALS  (PRU\^EHTIQn  OF  CRUELTY)  (nO.  2) 
RECULATI0H3,  1954. 


The  provisions  of  the  above  Regulations  have  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the 
Council's  district. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation) ( fast eurised  1 Sterilised  hilk) 
Regulations.  1949  - '53. 


no 


of  dealer's  licences  to  use  special  designatio.. 


” supplementary 

Bon  3 
Christian  Malford  1 
Col  erne  1 
Compton  Bassett  2 
Cor sham  6 


"Fast  eurised" 

II 


Lacock 
Lett leton 
Sutton  Benger 
Yatton  Keynell 


2 

1 

1 

1 

lb 


iQ, (16) 
7 ( 6) 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  ( Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949-5.> 


I'jo.  of  dealer's  licences  to  use  special  designation 

II  iji  rp  i 


" supplementary 

Box  3 
Caine  (»t  . 1 
Castle  Combe  1 
Col erne  1 
Compton  Bassett  2 
C or  sham  5 


Cnristian  Malford  1 


Lacock 
Lett  let  on 
Sutton  Benger 
Yatton  Keynell 


2 

1 

1 

1 


13 


15  (17) 
10  ( 7) 


Milk  Sampling. 

Regular  sampling  of  designated  T.T.  Milk  has  been 
carried  out,  and  192  samples  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bath  for  tes'cing. 

All  pasteurised  milk  samples  have  been  taken  by  the 
County  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Methylene  Blue  Test  (for  keeping  quality) 
Passed  Failed 


Total 


173  (134) 


19  (23) 


192  (157) 


Phosphatase  Test  (for  efficient  pasteurisation). 


37  (Hii.) 


1 (Hll.) 


38  (Hil.) 
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Milk  Sampling  (Continued). 

Biological  (for  presence  of  tuberculosis) . 

All  12  samples  submitted  for  biological  examinatioa 
proved  to  be  free  from  tubercle  bacilli. 

9 Samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  and  subjected  to  the  Abortus  ring 
test.  5 results  were  negative  and  4 positive.  In  addition, 

7 samples  were  submitted  to  the  Brucellosis  test.  6 results 
were  negative  and  1 positive. 

Of  the  samples  taken  by  tne  County  Sanitary  Inspector, 
1 failed. 

FOOD  & DRUG-S -ACT  , 190o. 

Registration  of  Dairies,  other  than  Dairy  Farms,  and  of 
Distributors . 


41  inspections  of  dairies  have  been  carried  out,  and 
no  serious  contraventions  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Acts  have  to  be 
reported  . 


Do.  of  registered  dairies  If  (14) 

Do.  of  registered  distribu’cors  2d  (26) 

Distribution  of  Dairies. 


3 Christian  Mai ford  1 

4 Lacock  1 

2 Nettle ton  1 

1 Sutton  Benger  1 

1 Yatton  Keynell  1 

1 

1Z_ 

SHOPS  ACT,  1900.  SECTIOn  38. 

15  inspections  have  been  made  at  Shop  premises  to 
ascertain  whether  such  premises  are  provided  with  sufficient 
means  of  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  to  ensure  that 
sufficient  means  are  provided  to  maintain  a reasonable 
temperature  in  these  places  of  employment.  It  is  also 
necessary  to  check  that  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary 
conveniences  are  available  for  the  use  of  persons  employed 
in  or  about  the  shops. 

HCU3INO  STATIST I 0|  FOR  1906. 


Box 

Cor sham 

Compton  Bassett 
Colerne 
Castle  Combe 
Caine  Without 


1 . 


2 . 


3. 


i\io.  of  new  houses  and  flats  completed  during  the  year. 

(a)  by  local  authority 50  (53) 

(b)  by  private  enterprise 45  (53) 

Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year. 

1.  Inspected  for  Housing  Defects  under  P.H.  Acts.  6 

2.  " n - „ „ 33  (250) 

3.  Lumber  of  dwellings  found  to  be  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

habitation 22  (49) 

4.  Lumber  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  12  (17) 

Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informial  Action. 

Lumber  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  (not  "fit 

in  all  respects")  7 (14) 
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H0U3Ix^C-  STATI  STICS  FOR  IS 56  . ( COHTII'jUED ) 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  by  ICxformal  Action. 

lumber  of  dwellings  demolished  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  * ...2  (-) 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  Act  and 

Housing  Acts). 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  10  & I6  Housing  Act,  I5 

1.  iJo , of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied Dil. 

2.  ho.  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notice  Nil. 


D.  Proceediixgs  under  Public  Healtix  Acts. 

1.  x^o.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  vAiich  formal 

notices  were  served  Hil. 

2.  ho.  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices  hil. 

a.  By  owners  imH. 

b.  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  x^il. 

C.  proceedings  under  Sections  11  &.  lj>  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1336. 


1.  ho.  of  demolition  orders  made  Ail. 

2.  ho.  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of 

demolition  orders  hil. 

3.  ■t'<o.  of  undertakings  accepted  nil. 

4.  no.  of  undertakings  completed  2 


D.  Proceeding's  under  SectiOxiS  25  h 2b  Housing  Act,  193o . 
1.  no.  of  houses  under  which  demolition  orders 


were  made  hil. 

2.  ho.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  nil. 


F.  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  193^. 


1.  no.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  whicii  closing  orders  were  made  hil, 

2.  ho,  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  whicti  closing  orders  were 
cancelled  as  result  of  premises  having  been 
made  fit  hil. 


5.  Housing  Act,,  13'}o  ?t  . IV  Overcrowding. 


1.  x\io.  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  not 

of  the  year  ....  Known. 

2.  ho.  of  cases  discovered  during  the  year  hil. 

3.  ho.  of  cases  abated  during  the  year  2 

h.  ho.  of  cases  investigated  hil. 

5.  ho.  of  visits  made 9 


Housing  ACT,  1936.  SECTIOh  11. 


22  cottage  properties  in  the  parishes  of  Biddestone 
and'  Corsham  have  been  represented  to  the  Council  as  beixig 
unfit  and  not  capable  at  a reasonable  expense  of  being 
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HOUSIImG  act,  1936.  SECTIQi^'  11.  ( COi^jTIiMUED ; 

rendered  so  fit;.  These  properties  will  be  inspected  by 
the  Housing  Sub- Committ ee , and  eventually  the  owners  tnereof 
xi/ill  be  given  an  opportunity  of  giving  an  undertaking  to 
render  theffi  fit  for  occupation,  or  Closing  or  Demolition 
Orders  will  be  made  on  them. 

In  due  course  other  properties  will  be  represented 
to  the  Council. 

hOUSInCACT,  1949.  IMPRG^^EMEHT  GRAi.TS. 

hany  property  ov/ners  are  anxious  to  improve  their 
cottages  with  the  aid  of  Improvement  irrants,  and  in  addition 
to  the  applications  received,  many  owners  have  been  advised 
as  to  whether  their  properties  would  be  eligible  for  grant 
purposes . 

A summary  of  tiie  applications  dealt  with  during  l^pb 
is  set  out '-below;  ti^e  corresponding  figures  for  1955 
shown  in  brackets. 


This  summary  is  further  analysed  to  show  how  the 
amount  of  the  grants  have  been  made  up. 


i\i 0 . of  applications  carried  forward  from  1955  iS 


ho.  of  applications: 


Rec  eived 
Appro V ed 
Refus  ed 
Withdrawn 

Under  Consideration 


50  ( 94) 

54  ( io  ) 

3 ( -) 

2 ( 0} 

9 (19) 


ho.  of  properties  in  respect  of  which  Grants 
have  been  made 

Value  of  Improvement  Grants  made 

no.  of  properties  to  which  works  have  been 


com.pleted  with  the  aid  0 

f an 

Improvement  Grant 

Amount  of  C-rant 

no  . 

Percentage. 

£50  - £100 

b 

£101  - £200 

11 

16 . 5'A 

>:.20i  - £500 

22 

33. 0=^ 

£■301  - £330 

5 

/ • 57' 

£351  - £400 

2^ 

DO 

ioC  0 A 

CREVEnTIOH  OF  DAl.AGF  BY 

PEST 

5 act,  1945. 

06 

£1.9 ,112. 
67 


(77) 

£20,156. 

(52) 


The  under-ment ioried  tables  give  details  of  the  .Rodent 
Operator's  work  during  the  year. 


He  has  been  kept  fully  engaged  on  this  work,  and  his 
efforts  have  no  doubt  contributed  towards  the  destruction 
of  a large  number  of  rats  and  mice  throughout  the  area. 

It  is  quite  uncanny  how  property  previously  free  from  rats 
suddenl'y  becomes  infested,  and  this  has  happened  on  a 
number  of  occasions  at  the  Council's  various  refuse  tips. 

From,  time  to  time  a representative  of  the  Divisional 
Rodent  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  has  visited  the  various  undertakings  and  properties 
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FREVEIfTlOM  OF  DMACrE  3Y  PESTS  ACT,  1343.  ( CQl'iTIi^IJEP) 


of  the  Council,  and  he  1-as  expressed  his  satisfaction  with 
the  condition  of  such  properties. 


The  Council's 

s ew  er  s 

and  s e 

wage  di 

sposal 

works  at 

Box,  Castle  Comoe,  Corshair;, 

Colern 

e anci  Lacock 

have  all 

been 

treated  and  found  to 

be  free 

? from 

inf  estat ion. 

Parish 

Pri- 

Treat- 

Bus- 

Treat 

- Council 

Treat 

vat  e 

m eni:  s 

in  ess 

ment  s 

House 

ment  s 

Prems 

carr . 

Pr  ems . 

carr . 

Inspns . 

carr . 

ins- 

out . 

ins- 

out . 

out . 

,ject  ed  . 

pect  eo 

Bidd  estone . 

51 

1C 

14 

Box . 

95 

22 

23 

15 

6 

2 

Br emhill . 

2o 

- 

0 

— 

D 

— 

Caine  Wt . 

21 

2 

5 

2 

Cher hi 11 . 

35 

— 

1C 

5 

12 

,1 

4 

Castle  Corahe. 

44 

■7 

P 

14 

2 

C h i p p enhara  t . 

34 

4 

S 

— 

4 

1 

Christian  Malford . 

3& 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Col  erne . 

32 

— 

20 

2 

10 

— 

Compton  Bassett. 

40 

- 

7 

- 

6 

3 

Cor sham . 

20  0 

17 

d3 

17 

36 

13 

G-rittleton. 

38 

2 

b 

— 

Heddingt on . 

48 

— 

D 

— 

2 

1 

nilmartori . 

35 

- 

13 

— 

10 

2 

Kington  Langley. 

“7  f 

Pd 

2 

r 

0 

3 

- 

— 

Kington  3t . Michael. 

33 

- 

0 

— 

— 

— 

Lacock . 

51 

4 

2 b 

— 

4 

1 

Lang 1 ey  Burr  ell  W t . 

20 

— 

6 

— 

— 

i\i'ett  leton . 

27 

_ 

— 





north  I'l/raxall. 

38 

2 

3 

— 

__ 

Pewshara . 

37 

— 

10 

3 

— 

Stanton  St.  Quintin. 

44 

— 

lo 

— 

Sutton  Benger. 

39 

- 

6 

2 

— 

— 

Yatton  Keynell . 

41 

- 

1C 

- 

— 

— 

1108 

,5b 

281 

52 

114 

23 

Refuse  Tips , et c . 

Inspect  10ns . 

Treatments . 

Biddestone . 

12 

6 

Sutton  Benger 

20 

14 

Burton . 

36 

23 

Spirthill . 

11 

7 

i\i  ethermor  e . 

Inwood . 

29 

20 

Box  Sewer  Beds. 

21 

15 

Colerne  Sewage  Works . 

3 

Corsham  Sewa&'e  Works. 

7 

2 

Castle  Combe  " " 



iS'oodlands  Paper  Depot 

17 

6 

15b 

S3 

Banks,  hedgerows  and 

ditches 

64 

pi 

Agricultural  Properties.  83  1 / 
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PRrLVEi^TIOi^  OF  OiO  AOE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  IS'TF.  . (CO..TIAUSJ) 
REPORT  FOR  YEAR  E^.DED  31st  DECEi.'BER,  195o. 


L A. 


DwejYi.-  Agri- 
i..g  cul- 

x^iO’ases  tural. 


All  0 tiler  TOTAL 
inc . bus- 
iness & 
indus- 
trial . 


1.  Total  iJo . of 
properties  in 

L.A.  district.  33  &432 

2.  no.  of  properties 
inspected  by  L.A, 
as  result  of : 

a.  notification.  - 11 

Survey  or  otnerwise.  3 362 

3.  no.  of  properties  in- 

spected (see  Sec.  2) 
vRiich  were  fc'und  to  be 
infested  by  rats, 
uajor  - 

Minor  6 27 

4.  no.  of  properties  in- 
spected (see  Sec.  2) 
whiCi'i  were  found  to  be 
seriously  infested  by 
mice. 

Major  --  4 

Minor 

5.  No.  of  infested  proper- 
ties (see  Secs.  3 4) 

treated  by  L.xY.  b 36 

6.  No.  of  notices  served 
under  Sec.  4. 

(1)  Treatment 

( 2)  Structural  worls 
(i.e.  proofing) 

7.  No.  of  cases  in  which 
default  action  was 
taken  by  L.A.  following 
the  issue  of  a notice 

under  Section  4-  - - 

8.  Legal  Proceedings. 

9.  No.  of  "block"  control 
schemes  carried  out. 

■alater  supplies. 


5C7 


269 


1 12 
192  683 


22 


57 


2 / 06 


9243 


117 


10 


1 


11 


b'ater  Samples  , 

Regular  routixie  water  samples  of  the  Council’s 
public  water  supplies  have  bee^.  takexi  each  month,  and  the 
reports  are  shown  on  the  table  below. 


All  samples  are  submitted  to  the  Salisbury  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  Copies 
of  these  reports  are  forwarded  to  the  Council’s  Engineer, 
who  arranges  for  speoial  investigation  to  be  made  wnen 
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v'^ATER  SUPPLIES  ( CCiMTIi^UED)  . 


unsatisfactory  reports  are  receive:,  on  particular  supplies. 


Water  Supplies  - Analysis  of  Results . 

Source  of  yvater. 

flfiddenham,  Box. 

Czood shill . 

Washwells,  Box. 
i\i  ett  leton. 

Slaught  er.ford  . 

Biddestone  (Regional) 

G-ritt  leton  " 

Kington  3t . Michael  " 

West  Kington  " 

Sutton  Benger  " 

East  Tytherton  ” 

Burton  (West  Glos.) 

Yatesbury  R.A.F. 

Cher hi 11  (Blackford) 

Cherhill  (Compton  Bassett 

W'ater  Co.) 

Theobalds  Green  (Caine  Borough; 
Eastern  Area  Water  Scheme 
Cherhill 
Sandy  Lane 

Heddingtoxi 

Bremhiil 
Hilmarton 
Compton  Bassett 
Foxham 


Fit . Suspect . Unfit . 


vj 

12 

15 

1 

4 

4 

4 

A 

4 

4 

4 

12 

4 


3 

2 

2 


3 

3 


4 

12 

12 

o 

6 

10 

7 


2 

1 


1 


Ibb  15  7 


16  chemical  samples  were  satisfactory. 

OUTWORKERS. 

Factories  Act,  If  3 / . Section  110. 

There  was  again  a further  decline  in  the  number  of 
outworkers  from  5S  "to  42,  distributed  i^x  tne  under-mentioned 
parisnes : - 


Box  S 

Cor sham  23 

Biddestone  1 

Kington  St.  Michael  1 

Lacock  1 

Caine  Wt . 1 

Ch  i p p e iuiam  t . 1 


_^2_  (59) 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  ^ 1S48  (Part  I cf  the  Act). 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

no.  on  no.  of  Written 

Resist  er  . Inspect ioxis  . notices  . 


1. 


Factories  in  which 
1,  2,  3?  4&0  nre 
be  enforced  by  L.A. 


Secs  . 
to 


8 


1 


